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ICDE in short

Founded 1938 in 
Canada

A global, not for profit 
NGO 

Hosted and partly 
funded by Norway 
since 1988

In formal consultative 
partnership with 
UNESCO



Our global outreach

250+ members and 
partners
70 countries in all world 
regions
impacting over 15 million 
students across all 
continents



What’s the Why?

To foster  inclusive 
educat ion through 
f lexible teaching 
methods and new 
technologies for  
learning



How we work

With members and partners:

• Institutions (HEIs, TVET, Tertiary)

• Individuals (Experts/Faculty)

• Associations (Regional/Global)

On different levels:

• Policy (with UNESCO)

• Advocacy and Leadership 
(with rectors/presidents and 
committees/networks)

• Knowledge and good practice 
of open, flexible and distance 
education (with expert 
members and partners)



ICDE core strategic priorities (2021-2024)

• Advocate globally for Open, Flexible and Distance Learning (OFDL) 
and enable regional and national influence through members and 
partners

• Extend the global reach to underrepresented regions, new 
stakeholders and disadvantaged learner populations

• Continous work on the three prioritized areas:
• Quality
• OER 
• Innovation in education



ICDEs OER activities



In the pipeline for 2021 and onwards

• ERASMUS + project on OER: “The European Network for 
Catalysing Open Resources in Education” (ENCORE +) – ICDE is 
coordinator (2021-2024)

• Francophone Africa Project: Capacity Building in support of the 
implementation of the UNESCO OER Recommendation



Engage with ICDE through events, projects, 
networks, commitees, publications...



ICDE Presidents’ Forum – contributions welcome!

Pre-conference activities 
from partners, networks and 
members:
- Satellite engagement 

events 
- Vlogs and Blog posts
= addressing leadership 
challenges during crises and 
beyond

Visit: 
https://www.icde.org/pf2020

https://www.icde.org/pf2020


Follow us

Join our community –
become a member
Subscribe to our 
newsletter
Follow us on Facebook, 
Linkedin and Twitter
Read our blog

https://www.icde.org/membership-overview
https://www.icde.org/newsletter-subscription
https://www.facebook.com/ICDE.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icde-international-council-for-open-and-distance-education/
https://twitter.com/icde_org
https://www.icde.org/icde-blog


Thank you!

Contact the ICDE 
Secretariat:
icde@icde.org

Torunn Gjelsvik
gjelsvik@icde.org

mailto:icde@icde.org
mailto:gjelsvik@icde.org
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