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Creative	Commons	
Attribution	4.0	License
(some	images	fair	dealing)



Privileged Monopoly
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Why	OER?

• DRM	(digital	rights	management)
• Digital	licenses
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Palm	Pre

defective	by	design



DRM	(Digital	Rights	Management)

You	CANNOT
• Copy	&	paste,	annotate,	highlight
• Text	to	speech
• Format	change
• Move	material	
• Print	out
• Move	geographically
• Use	after	expiry	date
• Resell



DRM  software needs deep 
permissions into the operating 
system 

DRM can stop normal operating 
system functions.





• DRM	restricts	our	freedom	

• Can	we	not	own	&	control	
our	own	property?

But	our	device	is	our	PROPERTY

Nielsen.com





There's no theory of 
capitalism that says that my 
private property should be 
regulated by the state 
because there's a 
copyrighted work Inside of 
it.

Cory Doctorow





Swiss-copyright.ca





Digital	Licenses• Copy	&	paste,	annotate,	highlight
• Text	to	speech	or	hyperlink
• Format	change
• Move	material	to	another	computer
• Print	out
• Move	geographically
• Use	after	expiry	date
• Resell

• Prohibited	to	show	your	content	to	others	
• Must	accept	that	you	have	NO	rights

• Owners	have	NO	liability	even	if	product	doesn’t	work
• Owners	can	“invade”	your	computer	without	permission
• Collect	&	use	personal	data
• User	has	a	“privilege”	to	use	the	product	not	own	it





Microchip's authorized representatives will have the right to 
reasonably inspect,announced or unannounced and in its sole and 
absolute discretion, Licensee's premises and to audit Licensee's 
records and inventory of Licensee's use of the Software, whether 
located on Licensees premises or elsewhere, at any time



Apple's iTunes EULA expressively forbids you 
from using iTunes to create missiles and 
biological, chemical, or nuclear weapons



Do	you	own	what	you	pay	for?



Access	Rights?
Vendors	can	control	how,	when,	
where,	and	with	what	specific	
brands	of	technological	assistance	
audiences	are	able	to	access	content



• student	owns	nothing,	can	share	
nothing,	save	nothing,	sell	nothing

• subscription	ends	– ALL	ends
• publishers	own	student	data,	notes,	
highlights

• students	can’t	transfer	data

Commercial	Learning	Service	
or	Rent-a-book



The Post-Ownership Society

We	all	just	“share”	and	“rent”	on	the	powerful	platforms	
of	Silicon	Valley	billionaires;	this	is	far	from	a	
satisfactory	alternative



Return to Feudalism – Cory Doctorow

Companies NOT 
Aristocrats



But who 
can 
control 
hackers?



Heart pump

Cory Doctorow



Open	ETextbooks

• Copy	&	paste,	annotate,	highlight					√
• Text	to	speech	or	hyperlink √
• Format	change √
• Move	material	to	other	computer	 √
• Print	out √
• Move	geographically √
• No	expiry	date √
• Reuse/Remix/Mash √

• Retain	privacy	and	digital	rights √√



Openness is	the	
skeleton	key	that	
unlocks	every	attempt	
at	vendor	control	and	
lock	in


